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December  Soccer 

Events 

12/4: Last day to register for                

futsal 

12/9:   Wednesday, 7:00 pm 
GJSC Monthly Board Meeting 

THE SECOND WEDNESDAY OF 

EVERY MONTH at the soccer 

office. Everyone is welcome!  

 

12/18: Office Closed  for Lunch  
    12:00-1:30 

 

12/21-1/4 Office Closed for  

Holidays 

 

 

 

 

 

     

12/4 LAST DAY TO REGISTER FOR FUTSAL      

12/16 FUTSAL REF REFRESHER COURSE 

1/11 SOCCER STARS WINTER CAMP BEGINS 

1/29 RECREATIONAL REGISTRATION DEADLINE 

Off the Pitch….Into the Fire 

Need to know the latest 

and the greatest? Check 

out our website: 

www.gjsoccer.org 

Or follow us on TWITTER: 

GJSOCCER 

 

 Office Hours 

Monday—Friday ............... 11-5 

 

Field Closure Hot Line 

Field closure information is 

available by calling  

242.4550 ext 4 OR 

WWW.GJSOCCER.ORG 

Welcome to Grand Junction Soccer Club: 

 

Chris Ellis 
The Club would like to welcome Chris Ellis  to the office.  Chris Ellis is a coach for 

the U13 Boys Premier , U10 Girls Academy team and one of our Girls Select 

coaches.  Chris started working in the office on November 9th and is our new U4-

U10 Administrator as well as U16-U18 Coaching Director. Chris brings a wealth of 

information to the Club and we are excited to have him working with us. Chris can 

be reached at 242-4550 or chris@gjsoccer.org 

 

Rhonda Cool 
The Club is also pleased to announce that Rhonda Cool has been hired as the 

Clubs new Fundraising/Market Director.  Rhonda brings 15 years sales experi-

ence to the Club and we are excited to have her with us. Please contact her di-

rectly in regards to fundraising opportunities for the club. She can be reached at 

242-4550 or Rhonda@gjsoccer.org 

FAN APPAREL 

Looking for the perfect Christmas gift for 

your soccer fan? GJSC has a full line up 

of great products available at the office. 

Get your Christmas shopping done early-

come down to the office today! 

FINALLY… 

ONLINE REGISTRATION 

IS HERE! 

Now you can register your 

soccer star from the comfort 

of your own home!  You can 

also check game schedules& 

field conditions with just a 

click.! Go to www.gjsoccer.org 

today.  

 

IMPORTANT 

DATES: 
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How you respond to the 

challenge in the second 

half  will determine what 

you become after the 

game, whether you are a 

winner or a loser.  

Lou Holz 

From the General Manager, Larry Johnson 

Dear Members, 

 Welcome to the new online edition of the Grand Junction Soccer Clubs Newslet-

ter. Yes, the club is finally coming into the 21st Century!  This newsletter will be available 

at the first of each month online and we look forward to bringing you Club updates as well 

as articles related to soccer. We will send the newsletter electronically to those of you that 

we have email addresses for as well as send it to the Managers and Coaches to send out 

through their team email list to try and reach everyone we can.  We will print some copies 

on paper and have them on the front counter at the office as well.  If you have an interest-

ing idea for the newsletter please let us know, we are always looking for new ideas. 

 As we are getting ready for the 2010 season, I wanted to reflect on the past year 

and also give you an idea of where we are going in the future.  As far as 2009 goes, the 

Club saw a growth in players in both the Spring and Fall seasons.  We were able to adopt 

a new strategic plan along with an updated Program Manual as well as a Policies and 

Procedures manual.  I’d like to thank all those who contributed to these documents.  You 

can review these on the website under the Forms & Links tab.  From our Recreational 

side, we saw many smiling faces from our U4-U10 teams and while the weather was a 

little warm at the beginning of the season, overall it was a very pleasant Fall for soccer.  

On our Competitive side, we saw some of our teams have early success at the Denver 

Cup in August and overall preformed very well at the WSSL and CYS levels.  Many of our 

teams won or placed in the Fire Classic Tournament held here in Grand Junction in Octo-

ber.  We are excited to have six girls from our U13 Girls Premier team selected into the 

ODP (Olympic Developmental Program) pool.  It’s  also exciting for me to see all the kids 

training from our Rec and  Competitive program at Canyon View during the week.  We saw 

a new radio show called the “Soccer Stop” on Fridays on AM 1340 with myself and Jim 

Davis.  This program was sponsored by Mountain West Insurance and will resume this 

spring on Friday’s around 9:20 AM. 

 We are facing  some issues; namely  parking, parking, parking at Canyon View on 

Saturdays! We have had conversations with the City on this issue and all involved with the 

different sports are going to try some different tactics to see if we can help in this area.  

Please keep in mind, as difficult as it may be to find a parking space, please make sure 

you park only in approved spaces.  Also remember, there is no parking on the south side 

of G Road due to safety concerns. 

 Where are we going?  2010 will be an exciting time as we bring you new pro-

grams and opportunities.  Our indoor season will start on January 4th with youth and adult 

leagues playing at Pear Park Elementary and Central High Schools.  The new Soccer Stars 

Camps will continue into the late winter with a new session starting January 11th. In our 

January newsletter, we will introduce you to our new Golf and Walk fundraiser scheduled 

for May, 2010.  We will have coaching, referee and team manager meetings and clinics in 

February and March.  The GMIT will be held on May 22nd and 23rd this year and we have 

applied to host the New Fire Classic “Border Wars“ Tournament on July 29th, 30th and 

31st.  This tournament will bring the best teams from Denver and Salt Lake City to Grand 

Junction to face the top teams here in the valley. We will have our regular Monday Night 

Football programs in the Spring and Fall and we are looking to add playing opportunities 

during the long, hot summer months.  We are working on World Cup Viewing parties this 

summer as the World comes to together to play in South Africa.  Please make a point of 

checking our new Web site for the current updates on these and all of our programs. 

 Thank you to all our members.  I look forward to serving you in the future.  If there 

is ever anything I can do for you, please let me know. Happy Holidays to you and your fam-

ily and best wishes in the New Year. 

See you at the games, 

 

Larry Johnson 

General Manager 
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Be more concerned with 

your character than your 

reputation, because your 

character is what you 

really are, while your 

reputation is merely 

what others think you 

are.  

John Wooden 

It has been very exciting to watch the development of our club, teams, and players over 

the last couple years.  This fall was no different as our club continued to grow and im-

prove.  The GJSC staff added two more staff coaches to give every age group in the club a 

Director of Coaching.  Our new U4-U8 Director of Coaching, Andy Varns, comes to us from 

Sheffield, England and Brescia College in Kentucky.   In addition to his role with the club, 

Andy, is also the Assistant Coach for the Mesa State Women’s Team.   Our new U16-U18 

Director of Coaching, Chris Ellis, joins our staff after previously working with the CU Men’s 

and Women’s Club Teams as well as working with the Colorado Rush and Colorado Edge 

Soccer Clubs.   Both Andy and Chris bring quality coaching experience to further the pro-

gress of our club. 

 
The recreation program saw our numbers grow, more staff training sessions for our U8-

U10 teams, a more competitive and balanced recreational league, and the continued de-

velopment of our Monday Night Futbol Skills program as well as our U9 and U10 Academy 

Program.   In addition we are very excited to announce that we will be expanding the rec-

reational program to U11 players beginning in the fall of 2010. 

The U11-U18 program continues to improve with the addition of new coaches and an ex-

citing training environment that has pushed the players and teams to a much higher level 

this fall.  In addition, teams are challenging themselves by participating in higher level 

tournaments including three of our teams heading to Southern California over Thanksgiv-

ing to compete against some of the regions best.  Our Fire Classic this past fall was an-

other success run by our GM Larry Johnson.  He and the operations staff did a great job in 

which our U11B Premier, U13B Premier, U16G Premier, and U17G Premier Teams all took 

first place in the tournament.  As we are trying to push the club forward look for new and 

exciting changes to next year’s Fire Classic! 

The winter season will have many things to look forward to at GJSC.  The girls select pro-

gram will be our ODP like program for U14-U16 girls competing for spots to participate in 

the Vegas Cup.   This winter we add our newest program, Soccer Stars.  This program is 

run in our soccerplex in the back of the soccer offices. This program is for U4-U8 players 

to develop individual skills and play small sided games with our skills trainers. Each class 

is 45 minutes long one day a week and will last for 5 weeks.  Winter Futsal is back and we 

will be expanding to have an Adult League for Men, Women, and COED over the age of 18.  

Our Adult League will have games on Friday and Saturday nights at Pear Park Elementary 

school beginning January 8.  Our traditional Indoor futsal for U9-U18 will still be available 

and the registration deadline for both is December 4th.   Remember to check the website 

www.grandjunctionsoccer.com for all the registration details.   

 
Congratulations to everyone for a successful fall season and I look forward to seeing eve-

ryone this winter in preparation for the upcoming spring season! 

 

Josh Pittman 

SPOTLIGHT:  

NEW PROGRAM 

ADULT INDOOR SOCCER 2010 

The Grand Junction Soccer Club is pleased to introduce our new Adult Indoor Soccer 

leagues.  If you are 18 and over and are interested in playing soccer during the winter and 

early spring, we’ve got what your looking for!   

Winter Season: January 8th through February 6th 

Spring Season:  February 12 through March 13th 

$360 per team, per season 

For more information, visit  our website at www.gjsoccer.org  

http://www.grandjunctionsoccer.com


TEAM FUNDRAISING NEWS 

This will be a new feature in our newsletter allowing our teams to advertise their fundraising events. All fundraising requests must 

be submitted to the office for approval prior to publication. Requests must be submitted by the 15th of the month. Please email 

requests to larry@gjsoccer.org. 

DATE:   EVENT:                 CONTACT: 

12/3 & 12/10        U12 Boys Premier 15% at McAlister’s 5-8   Christine Gaty/Jody Stelmach christine.gaty@gmail.com  

12/28/12/30     U13 Girls Premier Winter Break Soccer Camp Christy Chaffetz  208-2089   Christy@bresnan.net 

NOW      U11 Boys Premier Nick & Willys Pizza Cards Tinamarie Mahlum 270-4161 tinamarie@bresnan.net 

NOW      U11 Boys Premier  Coffee Fundraiser                Tinamarie Mahlum 270-4161 tinamarie@bresnan.net 

12/8 & 12/21        U16 Boys Premier 15% at McAlister’s 5-8 Jeannie Maier  242-6404 maier@bresnan.net  

12/5                        U12 Girls United   Bake Sale at Raw Deals            Patti Occleston 639-2478 pattiocc@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Tournament Talk 

GJSC is proud to announce two tourna-

ments taking place in  2010, our annual 

Grand Mesa Invitational held  in May and 

our brand new “Border Wars” to be held  in 

July.  Border Wars is a brand new tourna-

ment  providing opportunities for the top 

clubs from Denver and Utah to play one 

another here in the Grand Valley. We are 

excited to be hosting this tournament and 

look forward to our local teams being able 

to be compete at a higher level. We will 

have more information on this exciting 

event coming soon! 

Special Thanks to Our 

Sponsors 

Rocky Mountain Orthopaedic 

Mountain West Insurance 

Doubletree Hotels 

Country Inns 

Courtyard Marriott 

Holiday Inn 

La Quinta 

Ramada Inn 

Residence Inn 

Famous Dave’s 

McAlisters Deli 

 

 

Larry Johnson  General Manager               242-4550 ext 4    larry@gjsoccer.org 

 

John Pittman    Technical Director               589-0084              josh@gjsoccer.org 

 

Rhonda Cool     Marketing Director             242-4550          Rhonda@gjsoccer.org 

 

Carla Hatch       Office Administrator           242-4550 ext 2     carla@gjsoccer.org 

                           U13-U18 Administrator 

 

Chris Ellis  U4-U10 Administrator        242-4550 ext 1    chris@gjsoccer.org 

                           U16-U18 Coaching Director 

 

Andy Varns        U4-U8 Coaching Director    315-0049             andy@gjsoccer.org 

 

Erin Sharpe       U9-U11 Coaching Director  683-1121             erin@gjsoccer.org 

 

CONTACTS TO KEEP 

Soccer great Eric Wynalda on Fox 

Football Fone-In supporting GJSC 

Soccer.                                  2009 


